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Towards an ESD National Action Plan

National Seminar
January 28-30, 2010

Damascus, Syria
	Project Description

The United Nations Decade for Education for Sustainable Development (DESD 2005 - 2014) has reached its mid-point. Despite this fact, many countries are still at the beginning of implementing Education for Sustainable Development (ESD). In the time of increasing quests for sustainable development due to climate change and other challenges mentioned in the DESD review (page 4), the reaction of some nations is very slow to combat these challenges through sustainable development policies.
As a part of the Arab world, Syria still faces other challenges based on the DESD review (page 22). The slow reform of the nation‘s educational system, the absence of a clear sustainable policy at the national level, and other challenges mentioned in the review (pages 22-24), made it very difficult to apply ESD in the basic educational system.

For the UN, it was clear that educating the younger generation about sustainable development is the only way to come out with generations aware of the problem of global climate change and be able to react in a positive and sustainable way towards this problem. As leaders of the future, children and youth are able to do this for the sake of saving the earth. Children and youth should be offered the opportunity to join forces for promoting a culture of low carbon emissions, green living conditions, and sustainable lifestyles. Unfortunately, when we ask both children and youth what they know about DESD, climate change, or sustainable development, we find a very limited number are aware of these subjects 
Therefore, this project is the first of its kind to use ESD in a non-formal way to work on the issue of sustainable development through a national conference and training. The project will insure inter-agency and inter-organizational collaboration to exchange scholarly views on this topic. In addition, this project aims to be the first step in implementing ESD in some pilot schools and communities in Damascus and to present the outcomes during the conference. The department touches on the importance of this project as a part of its development plans and as an extension of the “Sexual Advocacy Through the Arts Project“ implemented in 2008.
Aims of the National Seminar

This seminar will be considered one of the important pilot initiatives to contribute to the implementation of MDG 2 and 6 on education for all and promoting sustainable development by 2015, DESD, Decade of Education for All, and Earth Charter.

The OBJECTIVES are:

1. To open a space to learn about the national steps taken in implementing ESD.

2. To raise awareness about the challenges around us to the global environmental and the responsibility of education to contribute in sustaining communities and societies.

3. To establish both national and international partnerships towards future joint ESD projects.

4. To learn from external expertise on ESD in different fields and how to benifit from it at a national level.

5. To empower ESD skills and allow participants to learn about regional and international good practices on ESD.

Place 
Damascus, Syria

The hosting institution is the Department of Ecumenical Relations and Development at the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate in Damascus. The department organizes such international and national events on a yearly basis. In addition, it leads different development and youth projects on a national level in partnership with different international and national organizations.

The external scholars, experts, and Syrian participants coming from outside Damascus will be accomodated at Saint Elias Guest House (“Deir Mar Elias“) in Dwelaa, 10 minutes on foot to the old city and 10 minutes to the meeting hall by taxi.

The seminare will be organized on the permisses of Holy Cross Halls in Qassaa where most of the program is implimented. Some working sessions will be hosted by different institutions in other places as well.

Scholars and experts will be accommodated in single rooms and breakfast will be offered there. Lunch and dinner will be offered either during the seminar at Holy Cross Halls or at restaurants in the old city depending on the evening’s social program. There will be a special driver to pick up attendees at the airport and transportation will be granted everyday to take them to the seminar or workshop sites. At the airport, the driver will be carrying a sign designating association with the ESD seminar.

Period

January 28- 30, 2010 excluding travel days

Target Group:

Syrian participants are:

· Ministry of Education

· Local Universities

· Associate Schools Network

· State Minsitry of Environement

· Ministry of Higher Education

· Different Environmental or Education Organizations

· Different Developmental NGO‘s

· International Agencies

Elements of the Program and Methodology

The main outcomes of the program are:

1. Syrian institutions and organizations are engaged in applying formal and informal educational principles while promoting sustainable development.

2. ESD and DESD in Syria is promoted throughout the seminar.

3. The Ministry of Education and National Committee of UNESCO will follow up the recommendation coming out at the end of the seminar.

4. Ideas for networking and future joint projects on ESD.

5. The project will be part of a preparation phase for selection of a delegation to participate in the conference “ Let’s Care About Our Planet” to be organized in June 2010 in Brazil.
Main Daily Program:

The program is attached separately to this package.

Things to bring:

1. Leaflets, brochures, and information concerning your institution.

2. Winter clothes as the weather is very cold and windy in January.

During the project we will employ the following methods to enable full participation: 

· Plenary presentations

· Presentations and lectures during workshops

· Group discussions and evaluations during the workshops

· Exchanges of good practices

· Intercultural exchange

Profile and role of the participants

PROFILE

· Being able to take part during the entire seminar.
· Working in formal or informal settings.
· Motivated to work on ESD.
· Motivated to share competencies and experiences and to be open-minded to learn from one another.
· Able to communicate in English. If not, a translation will be provided.
ROLE

· To participate actively in building recommendations with the help of scholars and experts.
· To use scholarly inductions as a door to assess the situation and consider how to move forward.
· To transfer the seminar’s experiences into a reality.
Practical information

The costs of accommodation, food, and materials are fully covered by the Department of Development. Further, the Department will cover the international travel costs. However, a travel agency office assigned by our conference donors will help in bookings. Please notify us twice (the second time in person) about special requirements such as vegitarian meals.
A special pick up is arranged for you at the airport.

Please note that some nationalities will get a visa at the airport in Damascus and will pay about 30€ while others have to get one from the Syrian embassy or a consulate in their home country. Please consult the Syrian embassy or consulate in your home country concerning entry requirements as they differ from one country to another. Make sure you have no Israeli stamps in your passport or any evidence of having travelled to or been in either Israel or the Palestinian Territories. If you do, the Syrian Government will refuse you entrance to Syria on arrival – no exceptions. In case you have been to Israel or the Palestinian Territories and have stamps that would indicate this (including Jordanian or Egyptian stamps from border crossings with Israel), simply acquire a new passport. 
Please keep your boarding passes and give it to our secretary in the conference, and the receipts of visa costs for reimbursement.
Information about Syria is available at:

http://www.syriatourism.org/
Good Luck in your preparation!
Greetings from Damascus

Mr. Mel Mansour

melhemm@hotmail.com

Tel: +963-93-34 44 06

The Project Manager

The Team:

Dr. Nidal Hasan: Director of the National Comission of UNESCO

Dr. Ghada Kheir Bek: Head of the ESD Committee in Syria

Mr. Shafik Hamad: Seminar Reporter
Ms. Wafaa Ibrahim: Secretary

	



